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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.   That the Partnership considers the content of this report and indicates its 

support, or otherwise, for the proposed highway improvements at the 
junction of Bridge Valley Road, Clifton Down and Ladies Mile; 

 
2.   If supportive, that the Partnership agrees to the City Council’s 

Engineering Design Team being engaged to progress the detail design 
and costing of the suggested measures. 

  
 
4.  Purpose of Report 
 
 To report to the Partnership the outcome of recent investigations into 

the feasibility of improving the traffic situation at the junction of Bridge 
Valley Road, Clifton Down and Ladies Mile, and to gauge the level of 
support from within the Partnership for the suggested solution.   
 

5. Background 
 

Road safety concerns have been expressed about the junction of 
Bridge Valley Road, Clifton Down and Ladies Mile on numerous 



occasions over the years.  Various local residents and Councillors 
etc. have contacted the City Council to suggest that the junction 
should be improved.   
 
The existing junction layout can cause difficulties for motorists, as the 
horizontal and/or vertical alignment of three of the four roads 
approaching the junction can make it difficult to negotiate.  Decision 
making at the junction is hampered for motorists by the relatively 
poor visibility and the unpredictability of traffic movements.  There 
are also issues with motorists not being unable to give other motorist 
appropriate indication of their intended movement, particularly from 
Ladies Mile towards Clifton Village and vice versa.  
 
Similar difficulties exist for pedestrians and cyclists, as it can be 
difficult to judge the turning movements and speed of approaching 
vehicles.  Relatively poor visibility and the need to look in several 
directions also cause some difficulties.  The existing pedestrians 
refuge islands would benefit from being upgraded.   
 
There is a very large gas installation on the eastern corner of the 
junction that would be prohibitively expensive and difficult to relocate. 
 
The injury accident records maintained by the City Council show that 
there have been two injury accidents recorded at the junction in the 
five year period between September 2010 and August 2015, both 
involving cyclists.  
 

6. Options considered 
 
 Various options have been considered and discounted.  The most 

common suggestion is the introduction a double mini-roundabout, 
because of the stagger that exists between Ladies Mile and Clifton 
Down (south).  The introduction of traffic signal control at the junction 
has also been suggested.  

 
 The benefits and dis-benefits of the various options that have been 

considered are shown in Appendix A. 
 
7. Recommended solution 
 
 It is currently considered that the proposal shown on the attached 

drawing is the most appropriate solution to the problems that can be 
experienced at the junction.  A single mini-roundabout at the top of 



Bridge Valley Road (offset from the Ladies Mile junction) would 
accommodate all turning movements, would reduce vehicle speeds, 
and would make it easier for motorists to indicate their intended 
turning movements.  The proposals also include improved pedestrian 
facilities, and it would be easier for pedestrians and cyclists to judge 
vehicle speeds and turning movements.  The lining and signing 
works required would not be much more intrusive that the current 
arrangement, and there could be landscaping opportunities.       
 

8.  Conclusion 
 
 Despites it’s topography, the junction of Bridge Valley Road, Clifton 

Down and Ladies Mile does not have a poor injury accident record.  
However, this is most likely due to the caution exercised by motorists 
at the junction (as a result of its constraints) and because the 
majority of these motorists probably use the junction on a regular 
basis.  It is anticipated that some motorists, cyclists and pedestrians 
avoid using the junction.  

 
  The junction is a ‘gateway’ into Clifton and The Downs, but Bridge 

Valley Road is also one of only a few roads that provide direct 
access to and from the Portway and Cumberland Basin.  Many 
visitors to Bristol Zoo must also pass through the junction, whatever 
form of transport they use.  It is anticipated, therefore, that significant 
improvement would be welcomed by the majority of motorists, 
cyclists and pedestrians who have no option but to negotiate the 
junction.  

 

9.  Equalities impact assessment  
 

An Equalities Impact Relevance Check has not yet been undertaken, 
as this report / decision has no impact on those with protected 
characteristics.  However, Equalities Impact Relevance Checks and 
a full Equalities Impact Assessment will be undertaken during the 
development of the scheme. 

 



                  APPENDIX A 
 
Measure 
 

 
Benefits 

 
Dis-benefits 

Double mini-roundabout. Vehicle turning movements would be more 
regulated. 
Priority would be clarified. 
Motorists would be more likely to indicate their 
intended movement. 
Generally results in reduced vehicle speeds. 

Unsightly. 
Can result in an increase in minor ‘damage only’ 
vehicle accidents.  
Can cause difficulties for pedestrians and cyclists. 
Many drivers are reluctant to use double-mini-
roundabouts, with some drivers being even more 
hesitant. 

Traffic signals. Pedestrian crossing movements would be controlled. 
Vehicle turning movements would be controlled and 
managed. 
No confusion over priority. 
Generally results in reduced vehicle speeds.  

Relatively expensive. 
Unsightly.  
Capacity at the junction may be adversely affected. 
Ongoing maintenance liability. 
Some turning movements could be difficult to 
accommodate. 

Banned turning movements 
(e.g. no entry, one-way). 

Reduction in number of turning movements. 
Relatively cheap. 
Could be beneficial for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Alternative routes may be long and unpopular. 
Advanced and subsequent direction signing would 
be required. 
Might result in additional congestion elsewhere on 
the network.  
There may be a degree of ‘community severance’  
Enforcement might be an issue. 

Changed priorities (Ladies Mile 
to Clifton Down south becomes 
the through route). 

Travelling between Clifton Village and The Downs 
would be easier. 

Might only recreate existing problems on a different 
layout. 
Queues are likely to develop on Bridge Valley Road 
and Ladies Mile. 
No significant improvement for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

Junction realignment (taking 
the road nearer to Clifton 
Down south). 

Could be beneficial for pedestrians and cyclists by 
improving visibility etc. 

Expensive due to need to relocate gas installation. 
Could be unpopular with adjacent residential 
properties.  
Resultant turning movements could be difficult for 
larger vehicles. 



Speed table (shared-space). Can be visually attractive. 
Would reduce vehicle speeds. 

Turning movement issues likely to remain as exiting, 
with some drivers being even more hesitant.  
No significant improvement for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 
Relatively expensive. 

Remove existing road 
markings (and possibly colour 
the junction with buff anti-skid 
surfacing).  

Relatively cheap. 
 

Turning movement issues likely to remain as exiting, 
with some drivers being even more hesitant.  
No significant improvement for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

Large roundabout. Easily understandable for motorists. 
The roundabout could be landscaped. 
Pedestrian improvements could be incorporated. 

Expensive due to need to relocate gas installation. 
Additional land might be required to accommodate 
roundabout footprint. 
Some cyclists are uncomfortable on larger 
roundabouts. 

 

 




